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Evelyn Lauder, the consummate
Palm Beach hostess, infuses
her gatherings with glamour.
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1 is Saturday night, and the home of Leomard

and Evelvn Lauder is buzzing with activity. An

army of chefs s marching aboul the Kitchen in a

carefully choreographed exercise of sautéing, baking

amd plating. Wine stewards are decanting bottles of

1989 La Mission Haut-Brion. Servers are adjusting their

boww ties, The house stall s lighting candles and secing 1o last-

manute details i the dining roonm. Ina few moments, 72 goests will armve
for dinner. and everyvthing has 1o be perfect

mitudle

would be cause 1o breathe into a brown paper bag, But Evelyn Laoder looks

sy serene vou'd think she ust walked out of 2 meditstion class. Elegant in

Even for the most practiced hostess, a dinner party of that ma

a bong. flowing skirt and silk chiffon Blowse, she Moas imo the room and
gives o lst-minute nspection. Place cards properly positioned? Cheek.
Celadon and white roses perfectly arranged? Check, Tablecloths draped just
=07 Check

If this party — a post-wedding-rehearsal dinner in honor of Elisabeth
Polsterer and Wilhelm Anger — s any indication, Lauder has an eye Tor
detail. She has ereated an amosphere that is mindful of the honorees, with
memorable little touches they are cerain W appreciate, yet exudes all the
glamanr ome would associate with the name Lauder.

In entertaining. as in all things. Lauder has the Midas touch: Everything
she touches wirns 1 the proverbial gold. As senior corporate vice president
of The Estée Lauder Companies, the cosmetics giant launched by her
masther-in=law, she helps develop new fragrnces, from petal o public, As
a photographer, she has captured the essence of nature and human interac-
tiom in a book called Aw Eve for Beauryv, As a philanthropast, she has rised

millions of dollars for breast cancer rescarch, and has founded the largest F f
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paational orsanization devoted solely to Ories.

fumding rescarch on the Killer disease Fan
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She brings that instinct [or success 1o ChOsCn an

cverylhng., including pary |'l-|:' Mg

v osucoessiul pany staris with @ Lansder

theme,” savs Lauder. I creates mens
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Lauder is a collector of vintage porcelain
¢ i dedorated with

of the bride,

head vases, Th
rases and a veil in hon
Elisabeth Palsterer.

and people love "

this dinner

the brde-1o-be,
Fhe two women were

duced by Estée

have since beeomie very Trendly, due

p.l'f:\. Lauder has !.II'_'.'!.‘- 1oy thear shgired Bid L:'.llllll.'

Ausinian theme. Polstercr, “Smce we're bolh Viennese,

have an
“We have things hike Smoked

Strudel a la

s fromm Viennda. as 1s All=-Viennese  menu LAY

mnire Lawecler

Lauder vears ago and Danube “Trowm lohann
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Evelyn Lauder offers the following
strategies and tips for hosting intimate
or larger gatherings:
« GET CREATIVE. You can take leaves from
the parden and use a Sharpie to make your
place cards. Be sure to write the names an
both sides of the cards if not all the guests
know each other.
& PLACE LOW CANDLES on the table, to
light the face from below. Place wotives
around the table to create a warm glow,
¢ LOWER CHANDELIER LIGHTING to candle
power. If there is no dimmer, turn ceiling
lights off.
» JSE AMBIENT LIGHTING. | have trees in
my dining room, $o | sometimes hang
lanterns in them to add an 3/ fresco feeling
1o the atmosphere,
* NEVER PLACE FLOWERS in the line of sight.
* ALWAYS SET THE TABLE the morning of
the party, to avoid last-minute slress.
& |F YOU'RE COOKING YOURSELF and don't
hawve help, prepare something that doesn’t
need attention at the last minute — some
thing you can roast in the oven, and doesn't
require canving. The best kind of entertaining
5 when the cook is not in the kitchen,

DN

sy, and Viennese Emperor-Stvie
Schniteel. We have made fun names
for everything.™

Wwide from creating catchy names,
Lader also has L.'|1I HI EU\&' cye on ‘,lrl_'
kitchen, not hesitating o give her inpa
10 the chefs along the way., “I'm a
ok, she \.I:l. s, and this 1= |:'|:|. kKimdd
of food. T like 1o get involved.”

Lawder has had a hand in even
aspect of the plammng. down 1o order-
me the dessert; authentic Sacher wnmes,

which have been lown in frevm

Guests at the Lauder affair enjoyed delicious opening treats, including Smaked Danube Trout with
horseradish cream, Smoked Alpine Salmon and caviar in a cup.

Vienna, The Sacher torte, a decadem
chocolate-and-raspberry  cake  tha
originated m Vienna's Sacher Holel
but has become popular worldwide,
was o must. says Laoder. And 1o think

they almost didn’t arnive due 1w a
COUTIEN CITor.

5 ||'|_':-, :_'l.rl o ¢ roule .||I|,;. W
didn’t realvee ot until the last mimuote,”
says Lauder. “We had our carctaker.
whi was in Aspen at the (imae, track the
shipiment down via e-mail. They finally

arrived the evening belfore the puary

Did Louder panic? Mot a chance.

Always keep your cool™ 15 her mani
festo. She suys: “There is always a
splution,™

Lawder's calm demeanor s evident
in the mood <he ereates. For this pany.

she has decorated the diming room and

adjacent sunroom around her collec

ton of head vases. They re porcelain
head figures Amencan (reasures
|I'|'||'|I I!|!|,' |"J_‘:]\_ “dls .L||!|,‘E \_'._||"'. S
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comtined from page 17

that depict fashionable women  like
Lucille Ball and Betty Grable. Lawder
has been collecting them (or years,

“They were a big Tud in the day.” she
says., “What auracted me was their
makeup, which is all early-"40s. The lip-
stick is very red, the rouge is roumld inthe
middle of the faee, and the eyebrows are
plucked very thin, This had an appeal Tor
me, considermg the business 'm in”

The figurines are a perfect Gt for the
Lavders' Palm Beach home. “My theory
about having o home in Florida is 1o
have it feel tropical and to be a beach
house — not formal Park Avenne,” says
Lauder, *These add to the atmasphere of
a beach house.”

They certainly add to the aimosphere
of a party, The head vases have been dec-
prated with miniature celadon and while
roses, and embellished with tny bridal
veils, in honor of the happy couple

To temper the Ton accenis, Lauder his
used elegant mother-of-pearl place mals
on the main dining table, and silk bl
cloths in hues of the ocean and the 2rss
on the supplementary round tables. She

has dispatched her collection of “3k-cra

The Lawders’ kitchen is 2 hub of activity, as the
catering staff prepares for show time,

Muruno glass vessels, filled with after-
dinner chocolates, strategically about the
fables, And she has brought oul part of
her collecuon of wonderful old linen

“1 lowve using my mother s napkins with
her imitials, or my mother-in-law’s linen
(e her collection, as we have the same
mitinls.” Lawder says. 1 have beautiful
ol Bimen From my aunt and grandmother
17s so wonderful w sit with o huge napkin
that once belonged o vour grandmother
om your lap. You feel connected.”

Tha’s the art of the party. Lauder says:
Sharmg the things vou are connected o
with the people whe mean so much 1o
vou, This party is the perfect example:
Guests raved about the decor and the
fooond, “They sand the [ Viennese Emperor-
Style] veal was benter than any Wie
schnitzel they'd had in Vienna,” Lawder

nmer

remarked afier the party, adding that they
hummed along with the Viennese songs
and Hungarnan melodies played by a
pranist and a strolling violimst,

At the end of the evening, everyong
particularly the homorees — lell smiling.

Another successtul endeavor for the
lady with the golden touch. &

Phyprhiee Nikodopendos, mnaging eoitor
oof Pl Beach Mustred, can be recelied ar

efriikealeapnlens @ gl e feefloestrantee oo,
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